
Environmental Apps for 
Place-Based Learning

Testing and Implementation



Place-Based Learning
● Important for Indigenizing classrooms and for building context for 

learners

● Helps learners find a sense of place, and a place in their community

● Based on the history (both natural and cultural), landscape, 
communities, and biodiversity of a place

● How is biodiversity knowledge imparted in the modern colonial age?



Our Mission
● Try some apps that get students outside and learning 

about the world around them

● Find what works, what doesn’t, and what it’ll cost you!

● Come up with activities to tie them into the curricula 
and core competencies for diverse subject areas



Let’s Get Outside and Try Some Apps!
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Merlin Bird ID and EBird



Identify local 
birds in your 
area and add 
successful 
identifications 
to the Ebird 
database

Learn facts 
about the 
birds, where 
they are found 
and what sounds 
they make





Use eBird app 
to keep track 
of which birds 
you see, how 
long you were 
out, and where 
you were!

Use the 
database to 
find great 
birding spots 
in your 
neighbourhood!



Picture Mushroom



Identify local fungi and learn about their unique traits!



SkySafari Stargazing App



Use the Compass 
function to link 
to your GPS and 
explore the sky 
any time of day.

Use the 
Selection tool 
to find 
information 
about any object 
in the sky!

Find out what is 
visible tonight 
& get 
notifications 
about cool 
events!



Go back or forward in time to find out where the stars and planets will be!



LifeScanner

Find out what species are in your backyard & use DNA barcoding to ID your own 
specimens!
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